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MOST BIRDS ARE BENEFICIAL;
ONLY A FEW ARE INJURIOUS

The sparrow is a beneficial bird, says the Biological Survey, United
States Department of Agriculture, and should not be regarded as & pest. The
single exception to the department's endorsement is the pesky Eng}ish sparrow of
that species, "asually a nuisance and often injyrious,“ says the §epa1tment“in a
booklet, Farm Help from the Birds, "it nust bg remembered that the»introduced
English sparrow is but one member of the large family of sparrows and its habits
are by no means characteristic of the native gpecies.“

They are esssntially seed eatars. the Sparrows, buﬁithey4con3pmg alsp a fair
proPortion of ;ngects, thgldepgrtmept figds, apd in ggpega;”must.be'regarded as
bengf;gigl. Separating the_sheep f;om the’gpais in thg.fegthergﬂ.kiqu9p_qf ¢common
knowledge jo the fa?mer,_the department p;aces among the bad bir@s the_jgys; crows,
ravens, and blackbirds, a corporal’s guard comgared with thg army of good birds,
of aid ﬁq_the farme;, plgced in;the”qtber glassification. ‘Even ;he‘bad dgnizens.“
of‘tﬁe air have some good in them, says the department,"and;the'damagevthey do the
fatmer i;_lgrggly becausa_of over-population in the feathered ranks, ‘Of that
class, the department seys:

"It would seem a good pqlicy to accord them ﬁhavgame_éreatment lqu given th9
common crow, The crow is not specially persecuted, neither is if protected. About
the best that can bg_aaid of birds of this family is that on thé average they do
about as much good as harm."

Qwls Perform Useful Sgrviée

“Owls as a group have long been persecuted by man bu$ never has’persecution
been more unjust”, says the Biological Survey. More then 50 varieties of owls
feed on a great variety of rodents and have useful habits, the bpoklet continues,
In Washington, D. C., the Survey recently determined whaf 675 barn owls had for
dinner. Here is the menu, by variety end number of dishes consumed:

Meadow mice, 1,119; house mice, 452; house rats, 134; other small mammals,

3 per owl. And the servi;e done man by the barn owl, the booklet says, is typical
of that performed by hawks end owls in general. An occasional chicken is consumeg,

but this loss is far outweighed by the destruction of harmful rodents,
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